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There is more interest than ever in beautiful water efficient landscapes in inland Southern California due to reduced water resources and a desire to conserve a precious commodity.  The good news is, you don’t need to start from scratch and replace all of your landscape plants and irrigation system to save water.    

One of the best ways to reduce water waste and improve the health of your landscape is to implement good water management practices.   More water is wasted from irrigation system problems leading to uneven water application in lawns than by any other single practice.  It’s usually not the plants at fault; it’s the delivery system.  Often, a few minor adjustments to the irrigation system will fix the problem, and reduce water waste (and your bill!) by 20-50% or more.  

Common irrigation system problems include: broken sprinklers; sprinklers applying the wrong rate of water; sunken or crooked sprinkler heads; plants growing around heads; and, plugged drip systems.  Fixing these problems is a first-line offense for reducing water waste and beautifying your landscape.  Over-watering is more of a problem than under-watering.  Well-intentioned home-owners with a few brown spots in their lawn inch up the number of minutes on their irrigation timer, and end up over-watering most of the lawn.   A better approach would have been to fix the offending irrigation heads!   

What about water-wasting plants?  Fortunately, there are many varieties of water-efficient plants, including natives and non-natives.   Many non-native plants perform as well as native plants under the right conditions, and some even perform better due to their ability to thrive under adverse urban microclimates thanks to advanced breeding efforts.  Diversify your plant palette to reduce the likelihood of your whole neighborhood being wiped out by an insect or disease targeting a single plant species.   
                                                          Provided by: www.westerngardens.net

The most important consideration when choosing a suitable plant is whether it will thrive in the community in which you live.  Start by getting a copy of the Sunset Western Garden book is a great first start.  It cross-references plants by common and scientific names and lists the planting zones for each one.  (the Inland Valley is in USDA Zone 9 and Sunset Zone 19).  To discuss specific suitable plants, call the University of California Master Gardener hotline at (909) 387-2182 or email them at mgsanber@ucdavis.edu.
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